
Category What I Should Look for Why Should I Evaluate? How Can I Tell?

Authority

- Who is the author?

- What are the author’s credentials?

- Does the author have expertise in the

subject?

- Is the author associated with a

reputable organization?

- Is contact information provided?

Websites are developed with various

purposes, such as advocacy, commerce,

information sharing, marketing, and

personal expression. There are no set

standards for who can publish

information on a specific subject. If the

author can be determined, it can be

easier to ascertain their expertise on the

topic.

To ensure the credibility of a website, consider

checking its top and bottom for any clues. Observe

the domain endings such as .com, .edu, .gov, .mil, .net,

or .org. Additionally, check if the page is linked to the

author's or organization's reputable website. You can

also look for a page that explains the author's or

organization's mission or philosophy. Check other

referencing sites to learn more about the author or

organization if you have any doubts or questions.



Bias

- Is the information balanced?

- Is it more opinion than fact?

- Is the page a presentation of facts or

designed to sway opinion?

- Is a product, service, or idea being sold?

The author's objectives and goals need

to be clearly stated, and the internet can

be a platform to express one's opinion.

Read through and scan the page to determine the

viewpoint. Is there a page explaining who the authors

are and their mission or philosophy?

Currency

- When was the page last updated?

- Are there any broken/dead links?

- Is the information consistent with your

knowledge of the subject?

Pages with broken/dead links may need

to be regularly updated. Knowledge of

the subject is essential to have some

context. It is vital to have content that is

the most up-to-date information.

When reviewing information or facts on a website,

verifying if the author has attributed them to a

specific year is crucial. You can check the bottom of

the website to see if the author has included a date.

The copyright year will indicate when the website

license was last updated. If you want to be certain,

you can always check the last updated date of the

website.



Documentation

- Is information documented with

references?

- Are facts supported with evidence?

- If statistics are provided, what is the

source?

- Is the page free of spelling mistakes or

other apparent mistakes?

Anyone can publish anything on the web.

Compared to traditional print resources,

web resources rarely have editors or

fact-checkers. There are no web

standards to ensure accuracy.

Please ensure that all facts, references, and statistics

have a verified source. Additionally, it is

recommended to review the text for any potential

errors or misspellings. This will help ensure the

accuracy and credibility of the information presented.


